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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Those of you that have driven into Whiddon Down
from the A30 direction will have seen our Vehicle
Activated Speed (VAS) sign illuminate, or if not then
thank you for driving at the speed limit!! It has
been set to be triggered at 35mph and having monitored the sign, it is estimated that some 60% of vehicles are exceeding that speed. It is proposed to
move the sign around the parish in an attempt to
monitor the speeds and hopefully encourage drivers
to slow down.
The planning application for a farm shop at Whiddon Down has a new case officer at West Devon
Borough Council - Anna Henderson Smith – and
she is reviewing the application and composing a
new report for the planning committee which will
not be available until December, and probably January, next year. A date for the matter to be discussed by that committee is awaited.
Councillors resolved to take a neutral view on a
retrospective planning application to the National
Park (DNPA 0568/18) for the change of use of
three barns at Harepath Farm. Details of some minor amendments to a matter already commented
on at the Old Rectory Drewsteignton (0468/18 &
0469/18) were received. Councillors will be attending Whiddon down Village Hall on Thursday
13thDecember between 3pm and 6pm where Dartmoor National Park will be giving details and consulting on their proposed local plan. If you have any
interest in what they are proposing over the next
ten years, please pop along and view for yourself.
A planning application is in hand for the lighting pole
at the playing field and we are still waiting for an
update from WDBC on the Asset of Community
Value application for the Sandy Park Inn.
Councillors discussed the value of working towards
the parish council entering the Local Council Award

Scheme. They felt this was more designed for bigger
councils. We are already transparent in publishing
our business on the parish website and now with
the Facebook site it was felt there would be a large
increase in councillors voluntary time for very little
benefit to the parish.
Councillors were unanimous in their support for
Jennifer Mullins to be one of the parish trustees on
the Provident School Charity. Thank you Jennifer
for putting yourself forward.
Arrangements are in hand for a site visit with Darryl Jagger Devon County Council Neighbourhood
Highway’s Officer, to discuss and seek advice on a
number of matters in the parish including parking
and the best place to site the VAS.
There is no money to increase the number of grit
bins in the parish and a survey of the whole county
has been undertaken where it found of the 3,000
bins, 800 remained full after last winter!
Ten years ago in the Parish Post the council reported the metal bench at Sandy Park was being renovated and there were problems with large lorries
using the lane between Trenaway Cross and Whiddon Down. Elsewhere Alison Mudge was selling bird
seed at school, Philip Evans reported on the extensive renovations to the church and Ian & Marg were
taking Christmas orders at the Post Office, (I expect they are doing the same now!!)
A big thank you to everyone who “does their bit”
to keep the parish looking good, cutting grass, verges, gardening etc. You know who you are , thanks.
Our next meeting is Monday 17th December
2018 7.30pm at Drewsteignton.
From all the Councillors and the Clerk, we wish
you a very Happy Christmas.

From the Parish Post.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed and to those who help by
delivering the Parish Post.

PAGE

2

Whats On In The Parish

PARISH

POST

Whats On At The Drewe Arms In December.
6th:
13th:
15th:
22nd:
24th:
25th:
28th:
31st:

Quiz Night
Quiz Night
Village Christmas Dinner
Live Music “Fireblockers” Long Room £3
Polar Express & Fish and Chip Night
Christmas Day Drinks 12-2pm
Folk In The Bar 8pm
New Years Eve Party. Disco, Live Music “The Dilly Boys”
Late Bar, Drinks Promotion. “FREE ENTRY”.

The Big Quiz
Very many thanks to everyone who supported the Big Quiz and the associated Draw. This was, once
again, a really fun evening with twelve teams taking part and the Crockernwell team taking the top place
for the second consecutive year. Quizmaster Alastair Greener came down from Wiltshire for the fifth
time to take charge of proceedings and has already accepted the booking for next year’s event which, all
being well, will be on Saturday 23rd November, same time & place. We are hugely grateful to the Colton
family at Fingle Bridge Inn for, not only providing a great venue, but also donating the cost of the sausages
and chips at half time. The net proceeds amounted to £930.00 with £300 coming from the sale of draw
tickets, the latter sum due not only to ticket buyers, but to the generosity of those who donated the excellent prizes. Thank you all. This sum will go a long way to paying for the tree felling and pruning works
taking place in the churchyard this month.

Pop up Café at the Craft Fair
Saturday and Sunday, 1st & 2nd December saw us providing tea, coffee, cakes and lunchtime soup & rolls
to visitors and stallholders. It was great to see the church humming with activity with so many friends and
visitors alike enjoying the warmth and the welcome, the colourful and interesting stalls and the chance to
meet up with friends. Over the course of the two days the café made £288.00 and thanks go to everyone
who provided the soup and cakes. We are very grateful to Bunny Johnstone for the beautiful Christmas
cake for the Draw which made £82 .00.Thanks also to Gary from the Drewe for the loan of his ‘bain
marie’ which made life a lot easier. The stallholders’ 15% contribution amounted to £357.80 so even taking into account the cost of heating and electricity we will have had a very welcome addition to church
funds, but most of all we took huge pleasure in seeing the church put to such good community use.

Christmas Services at Holy Trinity
Sunday 16th : Candlelit Carol Service 4.00 p.m.
with the Whiddon Community Choir followed by mulled wine and mince pies
Christmas Eve: Candlelit Communion at 10.00 p.m.
Christmas Day: Family Communion at 10.00 a.m.
A very warm welcome to everyone
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Race Night
A Fun Night Out
CHERITON BISHOP VILLAGE HALL
16th February 2019
HELPING RAISE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS.
JOCKEY & HORSE OWNERSHIP
DOORS OPEN 6.00 pm
TOTE OPENS 7.00 pm
FIRST RACE 7.30 pm
*Tri-Cast = £1.00 per bet – 1 prize of £50 to be won –
You can place as many bets as you wish on the Tri-Cast

BAR, BUFFET & RAFFLE
£5 ENTRY FEE TO INCLUDE FIRST DRINK
We are holding a Race Night to help raise funds towards James Bowden’s USA Rugby Scholarship – he is
following his dream and has secured the chance of a lifetime to study in America on a Rugby Scholarship.
Please come along, support us, and have a great night out at the same time.
Tickets available now in advance or on the door.
Donations can also be made on the Crowdfunding page below:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/james-bowden-10?utm_term=y4jY87np7
To purchase tickets or to place a Tri-Cast* bet please contact:
Di Bowden, 07900 366401 di.bowden@yahoo.co.uk

Drewsteignton Playing Field
In the 1960s and 1970s the Drewsteignton Youth Club collected quite a lot of money. This has been languishing in a National Savings and Investments account for some time. This ended up being £1,005.61.
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Brian Bradford (Pauline Rowe’s brother) for not only agreeing to
give this money to the Playing Field, but also coping with the frustration of actually getting it out of NS&I
and physically paying it over to us. We need to do a lot of work on the zip wire next year and this extra
money will help enormously.
Alison

NEDCare Gears Up for Winter
NEDCare, the community company offering home care services in North East Dartmoor, is making special preparations for harsh winter conditions.
“Last year, we launched our 4x4 Volunteer Force, with local 4x4 drivers helping our carers to get to
their clients in atrocious weather. This year, we’re looking for more volunteer drivers who are prepared
to be on call if the weather turns bad,” says Executive Director Julia Darby,
NEDCare is also advising anyone who needs care – or knows someone who may need care – to get in
touch as soon as possible to make sure they’re ready for Winter.
“There’s always an increase in the number of people who need care at this time of year,” says Julia.
“Cold weather can have a huge impact on people who previously thought they were caring for themselves quite well. Requests for information about care services also often come from families returning
for seasonal visits home to find that their relatives aren’t coping quite as well as they used to.”
To volunteer for the NEDCare 4x4 Volunteer Force, to find out more about care, or to talk about
working with NEDCare, call 01647 279211 or visit www.nedcare.org
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Christmas Hamper Draw – Tickets £1 each
Support your local library with a chance to win the contents of our luxurious
hamper.
To be drawn on Saturday 22nd December by the Friends of Okehampton Library
Friends of Okehampton Library Christmas Quiz Sheet - £1 each
Return completed quiz to Okehampton Library by 4th January 2019
1st correct entry drawn will receive a £10 book token and 2nd a £5 book token
Saturday 15 December10:00 – Christmas Story
Suitable for all children and their carers - Free event, no booking visiting.

January Events at Okehampton Library
13:30-14:30 Every Tuesday, starting from 8th January – Knit & Natter
Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or other portable project, for a chat with like-minded crafters. Tea and coffee available at 50p a cup.
10:30-11:15 Wednesday 9th January – Toddler Yoga
Toddler Yoga based on the book 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt'. Fun, interactive yoga class for parents
and children, with some singing and stretching incorporated in the session. Book through Okehampton
Library
10:00-13.00 Thursday 10th January – Drink Wise Age Well
A chance to connect with the Drink Wise, Age Well project to find out what they provide and how they
can offer support.
15:00-15:40 Wednesday 16th January – Chair Yoga
Yoga on chairs helps improve balance, co-ordination, muscle tone and is great for arthritis. Suitable for
adults of any fitness. Free, no booking necessary.
Regular events for children
Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & Rhyme for over 1 year olds
Free, no booking necessary
Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and Rhyme for under 1 year olds
Free - no booking necessary
1st Tuesday of the month - Book Club for ages 7 – 11
Free - no booking necessary
Wednesdays 09:30 – 10:15 - Duplo Builders & Storytime for ages 0-5
Free - no booking necessary
Saturdays 10:30 – 11:30 Lego Builders for ages 5+
Free, no booking necessary
Book Track for ages 6+ during library opening hours. Free, ask staff for further details
Children under 8 must be accompanied to all events by a responsible adult
Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, Okehampton EX20 1AR
01837-52805 okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk
Okehampton Library
4 North Street
Okehampton EX20 1AR
01837 52805 okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk

Afternoon Tea
There will be an afternoon tea at 3pm on Saturday 26th January at Ford
House, Drewsteignton to help raise money for the Friends of Drewsteignton
Church. Everyone is welcome.
Alison.
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From
Drewsteignton Post Office.
Now taking orders for
Cream, Sausages, Bacon, Bread.
Christmas stamps available
Latest recommended post date
2nd class 18th December
1st class 20th December
Christmas Eve 8.30am to 1pm
Christmas Day Closed
Boxing Day Closed
New Years Day Closed
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November seems to have been a month with a bit of everything thrown in, except snow. At the beginning of the month, there were leaves on the trees and the landscape is
now looking pretty bare, due to a combination of frosts, some very
strong winds and a lot of rain.
I started putting bird food out with the first hard frost we had and the
first bird to find the food was a robin, who became very territorial about
the kibbled, (semi-crushed), sunflower hearts, and spent considerable
time chasing blue tits away. It wasn’t long before goldfinches arrived and
found the niger seed, followed by siskins, assorted tits, house sparrows,
dunnocks, collared doves, blackbirds and greater spotted woodpeckers all
joined in. On the cold days, my feeders are inundated but on the mild
days, I have very few birds present. One bird I rarely get at the feeders now is the greenfinch, due to the
disease trichomonosis which has decimated the population in recent years.
This year, we had a pair of robins in a nest box I put in a bush not far from our back door, and they had
two broods of young. Despite this local increase in robins, I have seen very few until I put the bird food
out, but as I commented last month, they are often the only bird to be found singing at this time of year. I
have it on good authority that about half of the female robin population flies south to France during the
winter. The rest remain here and then defend their territories against the males. What puzzles me is that
males and females look the same in adult plumage, so I am not sure how this fact is proven.
On walks on local footpaths from the village to exercise our dog, I see a lot of the migrants that overwinter here, mainly redwings and fieldfares. These are often disturbed from the holly bushes and trees in the
hedgerows, and it is apparent that the number of holly berries are visibly diminishing as they are being
eaten. Another winter migrant I am seeing a lot of at the moment is the mistle thrush, which I often see
and hear on the yew trees in the churchyard, which I live next door to. Mistle thrushes love the yew berries that are found on the female trees. Yew berries look like tiny red lanterns, but are actually a relict fir
cone and contain a sweet sticky juice which is edible to birds, (please do not try this at home), but the
inner pip is deadly poisonous. Birds pass these pips straight through, helping the regeneration and dispersal of new trees.
Yew trees are often found in churchyards and are renowned for their longevity. One in a Sheffield
churchyard is known to be over 2000 years old, and because of their great age, yews were associated
with pre-Christian burial grounds. Recent research shows that Bronze Age round barrows were often
encircled with yews.
In symbolic terms, yew trees do not only represent death, but also resurrection. Their evergreen foliage
was highly valued, and used for religious and secular festivals. Even today, yews are still being planted in
church yards, and serve as a reminder of an earlier, pagan age, when druids held the yew as a sacred tree.
On walks with the dog, I also see large flocks of tits moving along the hedgerows, often incorporating
blue, great and long tailed tits. Each of these species feed on small insects gleaned from twigs, branches
and crevices in trees and while grouping together for safety against predators, will often feed in different
methods.
At the moment, ravens are noticeable both by sight and sound. The raven is a large black bird, bigger than buzzards and the largest member of
the crow family. In flight, they show their diamond-shaped tail. Ravens
breed mainly in the south west, the west and in the north although they
are currently expanding their range eastwards. Most birds are residents,
though some birds - especially non-breeders and young birds - wander
from their breeding areas but do not travel far. Their familiar ‘kronk’ call
is very audible and being early nesters, they are already establishing their
territories and showing courtship displays to their partners, who they
pair with for life. Ravens are often found in large flocks in the winter,
especially when feeding on carrion.
While working in Cornwall a few years ago, I witnessed some amazing
behaviour by a peregrine falcon effectively ‘playing’ with a flock of ravens
that were hanging in a strong wind over a sheep carcass on a steep slope, whilst others fed on it.
Cont on page 7
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News from the Castle

Hi everyone.
I hope that you have all been keeping safe and warm as the stormy season gets
underway.
Work is whizzing along inside the castle with the team moving all of the precious
collection as we re-present the castle back to a family home. We are getting ready
to paint ceilings, repair plaster and unwrap the various items which have been
packed away for the duration of the major building restoration work. It seems that
every day we get re-acquainted with an ‘old friend’. We are so excited to share
this with you all and for a year of doing this work in front of visitors in 2019.
I was so disappointed that the locals open day in November was hit by heavy rain
and wind speeds of over 70 mph. Sadly, we had no choice but to close the site down. I am going to arrange another date in Feb/March so please look out for the next Parish update for the new date. Thank
you to those brave souls who ventured out in horrible weather and those who popped up the following
day – it was so lovely to chat with you.
Finally, just a quick reminder that the visitor centre, shop and café will be closed for its annual deep clean
and refresh from Monday 14 January to Friday 25 January. During this closure, the garden team will also
get a head start on some of the big winter work in the garden.
Merry Christmas everyone and a happy and healthy new year,

Paula
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk

Cont. from page 6
The peregrine would soar above the raven flock then slowly drop down in front of the raven flock, as if
teasing them which them drew one or two ravens from the airborne group to chase the peregrine. As
soon as the ravens were out in the open airspace, the peregrine would open its wings, gain lift from the
strong wind and rise about ten metres above them before then beating down to stoop onto the raven,
before flying into the valley and drifting back up the slope to reclaim its original position above the raven
flock. I watched this behaviour for a full 75 minutes while the peregrine repeated its mock attacks on the
ravens, and also undertook stoops on eleven different species flying up or down the valley. What was
perhaps the most interesting fact was keeping sight of the peregrine (a first-year female) for the entire
duration while the nearest known breeding site was 11 km away. I often see peregrines away from an established territory and these are always brief sightings, but to see one for 75 minutes within one valley
was unique. I wrote a paper describing this observation of ‘play behaviour’, which was published this year
in ‘British Birds’ magazine.
Nick

Recycling and Waste Collection Day Changes.
Weeks beginning 24 December and 31 January
Usual
24 Dec
25 Dec
26 Dec
27 Dec
28 Dec

to
to
to
to
to

New
24 Dec
27 Dec
28 Dec
29 Dec
31 Dec

Usual
31Dec
1 Jan
2 Jan
3 Jan
4 Jan

to
to
to
to
to

New
2 Jan
3 Jan
4 Jan
5 Jan
7 Jan

Don’t forget
Garden waste service does not operate from
24 December – 5 January.
However, all trees up to 6ft tall will be
collected between 7 – 18 January.
Put out on normal collection day during nonrefuse week.
Sorry, we can’t recycle cards containing glitter or plastic nor wrapping paper.
www.westdevon.gov.uk
Ensure all recycling & refuse is out by 7.30am

Week beginning 7 January
All collections will run one day late.

The Parish Post
The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about your
forthcoming events, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too.
Please tell us. You don’t have to be a great writer, just email or phone Pauline Rowe,

Drewsteignton Parish Post
Contact Details:
For Editorial

Pauline Rowe

If you have trouble reading this publication
please let me know and I will arrange for a
large format version to be sent to you
Pauline Rowe: plrowe43@gmail.com.281638
drewsteigntonparishpost@hotmail.co.uk ℡ 281282

Contributions

plrowe43@gmail.com

Village Hall Bookings

callum.chapman@btinternet.com or

℡

281638

Drewsteignton

Alison Chapman

℡

Whiddon Down

Clare Rowe

whiddondownvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk
℡

For Parish Council
Business

Lucy Bruckner

01647 281197
01647 231643

clerk@drewsteigntonparish.co.uk
℡

01647 252306

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post.

Contributions for the next edition by
1st January - Thank You

