Drewsteignton
Parish Post
NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
ISSUE NO.111

May is the Annual General Meeting of the Parish
Council where the Chairperson & Vice Chairperson are elected. Cllr Savage stated he had been
Chairman for some years and it was time for a
change, he said it was not good for the same person to continue in the post as it can stifle new
ideas. He was prepared to stand as Vice Chairman to assist the new Chairperson in settling in
and to keep continuity with the post. That being
said Cllr Anna Imrie was elected Chairperson &
Cllr Savage Vice Chair.
At this meeting various posts are needed to be
filled, Cllr Hardie will continue as Snow Warden
(he hasn’t had too much to do in this post so
far!!) and be the Whiddon Down Village Hall representative, Cllr Savage will be the Eastern Parish
Links Committee and Providence School Trust
representative, Cllr Hunt Drewsteignton Playing
Field representative, Cllr Brooks will look after
the Drewsteignton Car Park & Cllr Ridgers will
remain on the Eastern Parish Links Committee.
Representatives for the Dartmoor National Park
& Drewsteignton Village Hall will be allocated at a
later date.
A discussion took place concerning the illegal
travellers camp at Whiddon Down but since the
meeting they have all left and the land has been re
secured by the owners.
The idea of a new bus stop on the Crockernwell
road at Whiddon Down is progressing, hopefully
more news next month.
We have been notified by British Telecom of
their intention to close 4 Public Telephone Boxes
in the parish and they are giving the opportunity
to “adopt” a telephone box to anyone who
wishes to do so. The Council do not feel they
would be in a position to adopt a telephone box,
and it must be remembered that anyone who
does will become responsible for its upkeep and
whatever use they are put to, may involve planning permission from DNPA. Having requested

JUNE 2015

the information from BT, the use of the boxes
from 20th May 2014 to 20th May 2015 was given
to Councillors. Drewsteignton there were 32
calls, Sandy Park 2 free calls, no chargeable calls
and no emergency calls, Whiddon Down 21
free calls, no chargeable or emergency
calls, Crockernwell 1 free call no chargeable
calls or emergency calls. It does seem to be a sign
of the times and reflects modern technology. A
firm decision on the Council’s position will be
made at our next meeting, so if you have any
strong feelings about their closure or wish to
adopt a kiosk, please contact the Clerk or a
councillor.
Having had a site visit before the meeting, Councillors resolved to pass a neutral view on 0204/15
an application to extend storage facilities at Venton. Four listed building applications have been
received concerning the Drewe Arms and a site
visit and extra Council meeting will be held 1100
Monday 1st June 2015. A large advertising sign
about 2 miles east of Whiddon Down on the A30
has been erected and we are going to ask DNPA
if this requires planning permission.
A totally ridiculous reply has been received from
Devon County Council Highways concerning traffic calming in Chapel Hill Whiddon Down and we
are asking for yet another site visit with Cllr
James McInnes DCC and the author of the reply
to progress this matter.
Mr Ben Commelard-Brown from Drewsteignton
had given Councillors details of his interest in becoming a Councillor and it was unanimously resolved to co opt him on to the council until the
next election. We still have vacancies for a councillor at Crockernwell & Whiddon Down.
It is hoped we shall have some news on the
Whiddon Down link road in the next Parish Post.
Our next meeting will be Monday 15th June
2015 7.30pm at Drewsteignton Village Hall.
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Okehampton Library
The Crafter’s Club continues to meet every Tuesday from 2-4pm.
Friday 26th June 7pm Murder Mystery Evening ‘Death at the Dig’ – a play by Kate Ellis acted by members
of Courtenay Players. Do you fancy yourself as a budding Sherlock Holmes? Then dust off your deerstalker and join us to try and solve the mystery of “whodunit”. Tickets in advance £5 each to include refreshments. A selection of Kate Ellis books will also be on sale.
Children can take part in the Mini Library Adventure for June, just collect details from staff at the library
counter.
Lego Builders is for children over 5 every Saturday between 10:30-11:30am.
Enquiries please contact Okehampton Library 01837 52805

Dartmoor Arts Summer School Week
Dartmoor Arts Summer School Week will be taking place again this year between 26th July to August 1st
2015.
We are always on the lookout for accommodation for our students and like to be able to direct them to
something to suit their budget.
Students are busy all day long and out each evening. Many would be happy to help themselves at breakfast
time.
If you offer accommodation and would like to be included on our website please do just let us know and
students could then contact you direct.
Alternatively if you might be able to offer a room for the week and would prefer to be on a list which enables us to match up students to suitable accommodation, we would be enormously grateful.
Thank you
Jackie: 01647 281282 Charlotte: 01647 281295

Royal British Legion
Drewsteignton Women's Section
Saturday 4th July
Cream Tea
at
Hillside House
Drewsteignton
3.30—5 pm
Everybody welcome.

DREWSTEIGNTON
VILLAGE SHOW
Saturday 15th August
In the Village Hall
Open to the public at 2.15pm
Delicious teas ~ raffle
Come and support your local flower and vegetable show

Holy Trinity Church

Summer Fete
In the Churchyard
2.30pm
Saturday 11th July
Cakes & savouries, preserves,
Garden plants & produce, bottle stall
Gorgeous home made teas.
Big Prize Draw
(10 Great Prizes worth £250 in total)
……………………….
In the Church
Pottery & handicrafts, books.
Photographic Competition
Entry forms from the P.O. for photos
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What's On At Stone Lane Gardens
Mid Summer Music Fest at Stone Lane Gardens, Sunday June 21st, from 12noon to 6pm
After last year's highly successful Music Fest, we have the musicians on board for another great event,
held in the recently refurbished barn venue, with some exciting new bands such as The Hot House Four
with their lively blend of Early American Roots, Swing, Blues, Gypsy Jazz, performed with infectious humour and style, and Chagford's notable The Nosey Crows performing some original songs penned by
songstress Jenny Dooley.
We welcome back the very fine Hot Club Du Square and folk duo Tiddlers.
Tansy Rice will be accompanied by talented jazz musician Tom Unwin on keys with special guests to include guitarist David Osbiston.
Wine, beer, beverages, barbecue and snacks will be available, please feel free to bring a picnic. This is a
fundraising event and entry will be £6 including entry into the woodland garden where you can view the
Mythic Garden Sculpture Exhibition. (family ticket £15, students and children £2.50, under 5s free)
See our website www.stonelanegardens.com
Contact: June Ashburner or Paul Bartlett: 01647 231311 june@mythicgarden.eclipse.co.uk
paul.bartlett@stonelanegardens.com
Tansy Rice 01837 840531 tansy.ricecaley@googlemail.com

Rural Isolation Conference
Bridestowe Village Hall,Pool Hill, Bridestowe, West Devon EX20 4EW
Thursday 11 June 2015, 10am until 4pm (registration from 9am)
The conference, in Bridestowe, between Tavistock and Okehampton, will bring together the promoters
of imaginative projects – designed to reduce isolation in the countryside – with community leaders, with
the aim of creating a wider awareness of what is being done and what is possible.
There will be keynote presentations by speakers on what isolation means, whether it is caused by the lack
of transport in villages or the lack of involvement in the community brought about by poor hearing, the
loss of sight, physical disabilities or dementia. Creative ways of starting to overcome some of these difficulties will be highlighted.
Representatives from a range of organisations will be on hand to talk about their work, so come and learn
how Neighbourhood Watch operates, what Farm Watch entails and find out whether there is a
Neighbourhood Health Watch in your area.
Do you know what the Sensory Bus is? If not, come and find out!
Event co-organiser Ken Crawford said: ‘We are determined to fight back against the blight of rural isolation, which undermines the lives of so many people, and we want as many influential local decision makers
as possible to come along and see what is being done. With budget cuts and a lack of funding, care in the
community is becoming a necessary factor in our daily lives, and learning how to look out for the vulnerable members of our society is important.’
The day is being organised jointly by Tavistock and Okehampton area branches of Devon Senior Voice,
the voluntary forum for older people.
The Rural Isolation Conference, which is free, will take place at Bridestowe Village Hall, Pool Hill, Bridestowe EX20 4EW on Thursday 11 June, with registration and coffee from 9am before starting at 10am
and running through to 4pm. A light buffet lunch is available at £5, for which bookings are requested.
Register online at https: //www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rural-isolation-west-devon-tickets16637399911 or email arc.southtawton@virgin.net or telephone Ann Crawford on 01837 840562
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Bird Notes
Fifteenth of May. Cherry blossom. The swifts
Materialise at the tip of a long scream
Of needle. ‘Look! They’re back! Look!’ And they’re gone
On a steep
Controlled scream of skid
Round the house-end and away under the cherries.
Gone.
Suddenly flickering in sky summit, three or four together,
Gnat-whisp frail, and hover-searching, and listening
For air-chills – are they too early? With a bowing
Power-thrust to left, then to right, then a flicker they
Tilt into a slide, a tremble for balance,
Then a lashing down disappearance
Behind elms.
They’ve made it again,
Which means the globe’s still working, the Creation’s
Still waking refreshed, our summer’s
Still all to come –
These are the opening lines of one of my favourite poems, Swifts by Ted Hughes.
The swifts returned to the village on the 6th May this year, slightly later than usual but they have not had
good weather since and so the numbers present have not been high. The most I have seen was on the
11th May when I counted 19 overhead at about 7.30 in the morning. This was a flock moving through and
I have seen no more than about 7 birds whipping across the rooftops since then, however, I do hear
swifts calling from some of my nest boxes when there are none visible in the sky.
The swifts we have at the moment are the breeding birds and the non breeders will soon be apparent
during June as the weather warms up. I am hoping the numbers of swifts will have increased by the time
this Parish Post comes out.
Many birds are now feeding young or having second broods, and I am seeing young blackbirds in my garden, and the blue tits in a nest box I have are busy bringing food in.
I was walking up in Townsfield last week and there in the hedge was a dead tawny owl, which was a bit of
a puzzle. It was fresh and looked in good condition but the proximity of it to the pole with the overhead
electricity wires lead me to believe it had flown to a perch on the pole or transfer box and its wings had
touched two of the wires and been electrocuted.
The two peregrine chicks at St. Michael’s church in Exeter continue to grow well with plenty of food
coming in, and are due to fledge around the 11th of June. These two juveniles were ringed under Licence
by a friend of mine and I went along to help. They were ringed at about 21 days old, at which point they
are no longer brooded by the adults, are big enough to take the leg ring but still small enough to not to
attempt to jump from the nest. Each bird had a BTO (British Trust for Ornithology) metal ring with a
unique number on and a plastic coloured/lettered band with two letters on. This big band is readable with
binoculars or a telescope and provides valuable information on their subsequent dispersal.
The adult peregrines in Exeter continue to attack over-flying buzzards, which is a unique scenario in the
UK. Buzzards are often mobbed by crows and other birds, and it is not uncommon for peregrines to occasionally ‘buzz’ them but these attacks are rarely serious. The Exeter peregrines have been showing this
extreme territorial behaviour for about six years now, but their aggression increases during May and
June, when they have young in the nest.
I have just had an article published on this extreme territorial aggression over the past six years in a bird
journal, which documents over 100 attacks on buzzards, with at least 19 knocked down. This year, there
have been even more attacks and two buzzards were knocked down last weekend. The skies over Exeter
are not a good place for buzzards to fly across at the moment!
Have a look at the church website and nest camera before the young fledge at
www.stmichaelsmountdinham.org.uk
Nick
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Could you help people with their problems?
We are expanding our advice team in Okehampton and are seeking more volunteers for a
variety of roles from reception to advisers:
If you have good communication and computer skills and are looking for a challenging and
satisfying volunteer role with full training, then call us now.

Call Shirley on 01837 54840
Torridge, North, Mid and West Devon Citizens Advice Bureau, Charity no. 1068496

Do you sometimes struggle to get help with your problems?
Visit: www.advicewestdevon.org.uk
Features of the website include:
‘Advice Links’ which provides FAQs on common life-changing events
‘Resources’ which has links to local directories and websites for a wide range of care, support and advice
organisations.
‘Get Advice’ where you can find information on common problems related to money and debt, benefits,
employment, housing, health, leisure, education, consumer and more. If you can’t find the answers you
need, you can make an online enquiry directly to your local Citizens Advice Bureau, who will then contact you.
Take a look today!

ACORN COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Cheriton Bishop Lunch Club – Are now having 1 lunch a month which will be the first Thursday of
each month, the next one will be on 2nd July. If you would like to come along please phone; Jean Martin
01647 24586 for more details.
Minibus trips to Sainsbury’s from Cheriton – Dates are Wednesday 17th June and 1st July. Please
phone Sylvia on 01647 24267 or Jackie on 01647 252701. Help is provided in store and a wheelchair service is also available. The fare is now £4 return.
Teign Valley Memory Café - This month it will on 25th June and 9th July. Please call Margaret on 01647
252622 for more details. Meetings are held at Strawberry Hill, Dunsford on the B3212, look out for the
sign.
Acorn Coffee Morning at Teign Valley Hall – The Bowden Room, Teign Valley Community Hall
10.30 – 12 on Tuesday, 30th June and 14th July. Please do pop in for a coffee and a slice of homemade cake
and meet up with friends, everyone welcome. Please ring Jackie on 06147 252701 if you need a lift.
Acorn Services - Should you need transport to an appointment, a prescription delivered or any other
Acorn service, please phone Sylvia Tripp on 01647 24267. Please leave a message on her answering machine if she is not at home and she will call you back. If you have not heard back within 24hours please
call Jean Martin on 01647 24586 or the Acorn office 01647 252701.
Please check out our website www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk
TRUSTEE VACANCIES
Applications are invited from any public spirited adult residing in our GP Practice area for the three new
Trustee vacancies scheduled to arise at the AGM in October 2015.Trustees serve for up to three years
and hold Quarterly evening Committee meetings at Ian's Walled Garden Cafe, Dunsford. There are also
vacancies for all four Officer Trustees (Chair/Vice Chair/Treasurer/Secretary who serve for up to five
years. Appointment is by public vote at the AGM. The Trustees aim to bring new faces with new ideas to
the Committee as our Constitution calls for outgoing Board Members to take a sabbatical before seeking
to return. Please phone Jackie for more details on 01647 252701.
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Trustee vacancies scheduled to arise at the AGM in October 2015.Trustees serve for up to three years
and hold Quarterly evening Committee meetings at Ian's Walled Garden Cafe, Dunsford. There are also
vacancies for all four Officer Trustees (Chair/Vice Chair/Treasurer/Secretary who serve for up to five
years. Appointment is by public vote at the AGM. The Trustees aim to bring new faces with new ideas to
the Committee as our Constitution calls for outgoing Board Members to take a sabbatical before seeking
to return. Please phone Jackie for more details on 01647 252701.
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The End Of The Football Season
On 17th of May, West Exe Under 14s girls played
what was unknowingly our last match of the season,
and it was played on our home pitch at Cowick Barton Playing fields. It would decide who won the
league, for if we avoided defeat we would win the
Devon girls Under 14 league, as we only needed
one point to come top. However, if Twyford
Spartans got the better of us then the winner of the
league would be determined on our very last match
against our league contenders; Plainmoor. As it
turned out our final match was cancelled, due to the
fact that they couldn’t get a team together.
It was a sunny day and we had our usual rowdy
bunch of football supporters, my grandparents and
dad included! Twyford have always been our fault
team, we haven’t played at all well against them for
most of this season, and they play a good game of
football, with quick passing and tight marking. The
aspect they lack so very much in, and I mean this in
the nicest possible way, is their inability to score
more goals. Something Charley Melton (our top
goal scorer with 50 goals this season) has no problem in doing.
She again proved she deserved to be top goal
scorer in that match, by scoring 5 out of the 6 goals

we got. Courtenay Sanders, a new player for us this
season got the 6th goal. It was a match where the
score does not reflect the game at all, as it was
much more level than the score suggests. The final
score was 6-1 to us, winning West Exe U14s the
league!! It was a tough match, especially the last 10
minutes when they really applied all their effort in
trying to score, but collectively we defended well
and only conceded one goal in the whole 70 minutes. Once we’d sportingly done the 3 cheers at the
end of the match, we ran off the pitch and celebrated!
I’m a little sad that the football season is over but it
will be back again before long and training starts
again in August. Also we’ve still got our end of season presentation evening at Crealy (unfortunately
on the same evening as Teignton fayre) and our
league presentation, for both Under 14s and Under
15s. As I’ve played for them a few times this year I
count as one of their squad too, and get to go to
their league presentation also. They came 2nd in the
league behind Ottery who we beat at one point in
the season when I played for them.
Tilly

Celebrate Volunteering!
Amaze yourself
Do the undreamable
Find your passion
Make friends
Have fun
It’s easy—just contact us!
Drop in 10 am—2 pm Tues. 13 East St. Okehampton
Drop in 9 am-1 pm Thurs. Tavistock Library
Other times by appointment only
Freephone: 0330 660 0357
Email : volunteering@westdevoncvs.org.uk
www.do-it.org

Cancer Research UK Jazz @ Drogo
Sunday 12th July 6.30-9pm
on the Croquet Lawn at Castle Drogo
In support of Cancer research UK
FREE PARKING: EASY ACCESS: BRING A PICNIC
TICKETS: e-mail: jazzatdrogo@gmail.com £20.00pp
VISIT: The Visitor Centre at Castle Drogo. CALL: 01647432068
ALL tickets must be purchased before the event
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News from the Castle
Hello everyone
The most exciting thing for the team here at Drogo is being able to see the South end
of the building peeping out from the scaffolding once again. This is the part of the building which is now watertight and it is great to see the granite looking so clean and the
windows so shiny.
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Spring Fling event back on 15 May. The
weather wasn’t as kind to us as last year but we still had a great time with 130 people
attending and some fantastic performances by local musicians, including Wren Roots
youth choir.
Also, we had lots of fun at Okehampton Library on 26 May where 20 children helped us to launch our ‘50
things to do before you’re 11 ¾’ campaign. They all made bug boxes which is number 36 on the list. We
will be back at the Library in the summer holidays for more fun so watch this space.
This is your final reminder to grab your tickets for the fabulous Jazz@Drogo event on Sunday 12 July.
There are still some tickets available so please pop to the Castle Drogo shop or contact Bunny Johnstone
01647 432068. I’m hoping for a balmy summer evening. We are also delighted to tell you that we will be
hosting a performance of David Walliams’s book Mr Stink by Heartbreak Productions on Friday 14 August. Tickets are available from Plough Arts Centre on 01805 624624.
Best wishes and see you soon,
Paula
Community Engagement Officer, Castle Drogo
01647 434130, paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk

MED Theatre
MED Theatre (Moretonhampstead) will be performing a new dance piece this summer, devised and
performed by young local talent. The performance will be taking place outside in both Lustleigh and Fingle
Bridge, and inside at Manaton Parish Hall, Mary Tavy Coronation Hall and Moreton Parish Hall.
The Walk Dance Drama
The Walk Dance Drama is a dance, music and drama performance describing a dream journey across
Dartmoor through storms, blizzards, fires, raging torrents, over tors and along cleaves, taking in quarry
pools, orchards and ruined houses. It interprets Dartmoor's landscape through expressing the effect the
terrain and the light and shade cast by different weather has on our innermost feelings. MED Theatre will
perform The Walk outside in Lustleigh Orchard and at Fingle Bridge (in partnership with the National
Trust), and inside with projections in the village hall venues of Manaton, Mary Tavy and Moretonhampstead.
Performance dates:
Saturday 1st August, 4pm: Lustleigh Orchard, (outdoors}
Sunday 9th August, 4pm: Fingle Bridge, (outdoors)
Thursday 13th August, 7:30pm: Manaton Parish Hall
Friday 14th August, 7:30pm: Mary Tavy Coronation Hall
Saturday 15th August, 7:30pm: Moreton Parish Hall
Sarah Vigars
Artistic and Administrative Assistant
MED Theatre
Tel: 01647 441356
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Chagford Bowling Club
Chagford Bowling Club would like to thank all those who came along to our Bowls Roadshow on the
25th of May held at the cricket ground during the 2 Hills Race and also to those who came to the club
Open Day held at the club on Saturday the 30th.
If anyone would like details of the Club please contact the secretary Mike Kennedy on 07846 106687.

Drewsteignton Playing Field
Family Fun Day
Saturday 11th July 3-7pm
Teas and cakes will be served from 3pm with the BBQ starting at 4.30pm.
We will again have our fantastic giant water slide, games, the greasy pole and a tug of war.
Refreshments will be available throughout.
The money raised will go towards a multi-purpose climbing frame.
Entry is free.
Sorry, no dogs are allowed anywhere in the Playing Field.
Hope to see loads of you there.

The Parish Post
The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about your
forthcoming events, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too.
Please tell us. You don’t have to be a great writer, just email or phone John Shiell or Pauline Rowe, details below.
If you don’t tell us we can’t print it
John and Pauline

If you have trouble reading this publication
please let me know and I will arrange for a
large format version to be sent to you
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