
We welcomed four members of the public 
attending our last meeting at Drewsteign-
ton. One lady wanted to comment on a 
subject raised in last month’s Parish Post. 
The Council, and in particular me who is 
responsible for each months report, are 
very grateful for her taking the time and 
trouble, not only to read the Parish Post, 
but also to attend our meeting and raise 
the subject she felt concerned about – 
thank you. 
Despite welcoming three new Parish 
Councillors, we still have a vacancy for a 
councillor for the Drewsteignton ward. All 
our present terms of office will end in May 
2019 so it would only be for 12 
months,  and a good period of time to see 
if you like it!! 
As the Gardeners Club are no longer in a 
position to look after the parish garden in 
Drewsteignton, we have accepted a quota-
tion from Ashley Whatley to carry out the 
hedge trimming and clearing away. The gar-
den itself will still need attention so any-
one who can, or knows of someone who 
could, undertake this work, please contact 
the Clerk or a councillor. 
We are hoping to arrange a site visit with 
Toby Russel from Devon Air Ambulance to 

discuss the implications of a night landing 
site in Drewsteignton Playing field. Just to 
re-assure neighbours, we do not envisage 
this would be a regular event but only as 
and when needed in an emergency. 
South West Water have assured us that the 
sewage capacity in the parish is quite ade-
quate and should any further develop-
ments be planned it would cope with the 
need. 
We have been informed by Devon County 
Council that a court date has been set in 
March to consider the eviction of unau-
thorised persons occupying land at Whid-
don Down. 
We are pleased to report that, thanks to 
Charles (Tich) Scott from Whiddon Down, 
progress is now being made on the re-
placement of the finger posts (direction 
posts) around the parish. You may find 
some going missing in the first instance, do 
not be alarmed he is taking them away to 
his workshop for refurbishment and they 
will then be replaced. Two places that you 
can see his work is opposite Turnpike on 
the entrance to Whiddon Down and at 
Trenaway Cross, Drewsteignton. 

 

  NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Drewsteignton Parish Post 

ISSUE NO 143 MARCH 2018 

Crockernwell, Drewsteignton, Sandy Park, Venton, Whiddon Down 

TEIGNTON FAYRE DUCK RACE  
Raising funds for local good causes  

Easter Monday @ Fingle Bridge  
 

Calling the artistic residents of Drewsteignton. We would like to offer face-painting at this 
year’s Duck Race and would love it if you could spare a few hours of your time to come 
and help us with this. 
All offers of help would be greatly appreciated, there is always a lot to do!  
Please get in touch, we would be delighted to hear from you.  
Tel: 07730516044, email: fayre@drewsteignton.org  

Cont. on page 2 
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Cont. from page 1 

The Clerk is liaising with the Sandy Park res-
idents group to progress listing the Sandy 
Park Inn as an “asset of community value” 
with West Devon Borough Council. 
Following the resignation of Cllr. Savage as a 
trustee of the Providence School Charity, we 
would like to hear from anyone who would 
like to be considered for this post. The trus-
tees meet about four times a year and pro-
vide grants to young persons. If you feel you 
would be interested please contact the 
Clerk or a councillor. 
Contaminated waste from road scraping has 
again been deposited along Harepath lane. 
We are asking Devon County Highways to 
put a stop to this practise and if it, or any 
other such tipping affects you, please let us 
know and report it to West Devon Borough 
Council, (they are responsible for the re-
moval of fly tipped material). 
Following a site visit by councillors a plan-
ning application for work at Netherton 
House, Drewsteignton (DNP 0071/18) was 

discussed and it was unanimously supported. 
Following a recent electricity bill for the 
public toilets in Drewsteignton, we are look-
ing at the costs of fitting a movement sensor 
to activate the lighting rather than having 
them on all night. 
Having met with the playing field committee, 
it was recommended and subsequently ap-
proved that the Council would underwrite 
any non-recoverable costs involving the bon-
fire night event. This is in case it had to be 
called off at the last minute due to poor 
weather or other unforeseen reason. 
Having been commented on by a parishioner, 
we are writing to Devon & Cornwall Hous-
ing to ensure that they are following the 
agreed policy of “local” occupation of the 
housing in the parish. 
Advanced notice, the Annual Parish Meeting 
will be held at Whiddon Down on Monday 
30th April, so if you usually give a report 
please start planning early!! 
Our next meeting is Monday 19th March 
2018 7.30pm at Whiddon Down 

Central Devon Conservative Association 

AUCTION 
With Pub Supper and Welcome Drink 

Friday 27th April at 7 p.m. 
 at Fingle Bridge Inn 

By kind permission of Zoe Colton 
Tickets £15 from  

patric.johnstone1@btinternet.com  or Telephone: 01647-432068 
Lots of novel and interesting items to bid for, including: 

Hamper of Local Produce - Gourmet Meals - Handyman Services   

MORECARE - CHAGFORD 

COFFEE MORNING 
SATURDAY 14th APRIL 

10.00 – 12.00 
Endecott House Chagford 
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The Chagford Singers in Concert  
 Saturday 24th March, 7.30 p.m  
St. Michael’s Church, Chagford  

Performing  
Faure ‘Requiem’ and Haydn ‘Nelson Mass’  

Conductor: Tim Pithers  
Accompanist: Shaun Brown  
Tickets: £10 available from  

Sue Glassfield: 01647 433770, Sally’s Newsagent or on door.  

Drewsteignton Garden Club 
Don't Miss Out!!!  

SPRING PLANT SALE 
Saturday May 5th     

10am until sold out!          
Village Hall 

Come early   –    Lots of Plants for sale 
at BARGAIN PRICES!!! 
   Refreshments / Raffle 

Whiddon Down Methodist Church 
Invites you to a Sacred Concert given  by 

The Exeter Male Voice Choir 
On Good Friday 30th March  

At 7.15pm 
Followed by light refreshments. 

Easter Sunday 1st April 
Service at 6.30pm 

All welcome  
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London Marathon  
I'm running the London marathon for charity. 
After years of thinking about it, I have finally decided to attempt the 26.2 mile challenge! 
On Sunday 22nd April I will be joining 40,000 other runners pounding the streets of the 
capital in aid of the charity Changing Faces. Launched in 1992, Changing Faces is the UK's 
leading charity for everyone who has a mark (such as birthmark), scar (e.g. burn, acid or 
knife attack) or medical condition (resulting from 
cancer, genetic condition, acne or vitiligo) that makes 
them look different.   
Changing Faces wants a world where everyone with 
a visible difference on their face or body has the 
confidence, support and opportunity to the lives 
they want. Being different in a society where there is 
such pressure to look a certain way is tough.  
The charity provides advice and support, they chal-
lenge discrimination and campaign for a society that 
respects difference.  
I am aiming to raise £1,000 for this worthy cause 
and any help towards this target would be gratefully 
received. There will be a sponsorship form in the 
shop from 10 March or donations can be made  
online at my Just Giving page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/kathryn-wilson9  
Many thanks for your support  
Kate Wilson, Lady House, Drewsteignton  
 

What’s on in March 2018  
Cheriton Bishop Lunch Club – Lunches are held on the first Thursday 
of each month. If you would like to come along and meet new people 
please phone; Jean Martin 01647 24586 or ring the Acorn Office on the 
number below for more details.   
Minibus trips to Sainsbury’s from Cheriton – Dates are Wednesday 

21st March. Help is provided in store and a wheelchair service is also available.  We will also 
help carry your shopping too!  The fare is just £4 return. 
Teign Valley Memory Café - This month it will be March 29th. Meetings are held 10.30 – 
12.30 at Strawberry Hill, Dunsford on the B3212 – look out for the sign. 
Coffee Morning at Teign Valley Community Hall The Bowden Room, Teign Valley 
Community  friends, everyone welcome. This month it will be Tuesday 20th March.  
What else do we do? – We have a fantastic group of volunteers who help to provide 
transport to medical social and wellbeing appointments, we can deliver prescriptions, we 
also loan equipment to assist you in the home.  
Who should you contact - Should you need transport to an appointment, a prescription 
delivered, equipment hire and any other Acorn service, please telephone the Acorn office 
01647 252701 – answering machine available 24 hours. 
Acorn Office: 01647 252701 for further information. 
Visit our website at www.acorncommunitysupport.co.uk 
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Easter Biscuits 
Ingredients: 
100g/3½oz unsalted butter, softened 
75g/2¾oz caster sugar, plus extra for dusting 
1 free-range egg, separated 
1 small unwaxed lemon, finely grated zest only 
200g/7oz plain flour, plus extra for dusting 
50g/1¾oz currants 
1–2 tbsp milk 
Method: 
Preheat the oven 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6. Line three baking trays with baking paper. 
Put the butter and sugar in a bowl and beat until well combined and fluffy. Add the egg yolk 
and lemon zest. Sift in the flour and mix well. Stir in the currants and enough milk to make 
a fairly soft dough. 
Knead the dough on a floured work surface and, using a rolling pin, roll out the dough until 
5mm/¼in thick. Using a 6cm/2½in fluted cutter, cut out 24 rounds. Transfer to the baking 
trays using a palette knife and bake for 8 minutes. 
Lightly beat the egg white using a fork. 
Remove the biscuits from the oven and brush the tops with the beaten egg white. Sprinkle 
over caster sugar and return to the oven for 5 minutes, or until pale golden-brown and 
cooked though. Leave to cool on the trays for a few minutes, then carefully lift onto a wire 
rack to cool completely. 

March  

Wednesday 21 & 28 March 10:00-12:30 
Beginners IT Training, 2 week course 
Free event, but booking essen�al 
Wednesday 21 March 10:00-11:00 
Under 5’s Story and Cra% 
For under 5’s and their carers 
Free event, no booking necessary 
April   
Monday 9 April 10:30-11:30 – Flying 
Books 
Recycle old books using origami 
Suitable for child aged 7+  Free event, but 
booking essential 
Thursday 26 April 19:00 – Great Plants 
to Take Your Garden Through the Year 
Talk by David Squires from the Royal Horti-
cultural Society 
Tickets only £3, to include refreshments 
Regular Events 
Tuesdays 10:00- 10:30 - Bounce & 
Rhyme for over1year olds. Free. 

 
Tuesdays 11:00-11:30 - Bounce and 
Rhyme for under 1 year olds 
Free - no booking necessary 
1st Tuesday of the month (excluding Aug 
& Sept) 15:45-16:45 -
 Bookworms                
Book Club for ages 7-11   Free - no booking 
necessary 
Wednesdays 09:30-10:15 - Duplo Build-
ers & Storytime for ages 0-5 
Free - no booking necessary 
Saturdays 10:30 – 11:30 - Lego Builders 
for ages 5+   
Free, no booking necessary 
Book Track for ages 6+ during library 
opening hours. Free, ask staff for further de-
tails 
Children under 8 must be accompanied to 
all events by a responsible adult 
Okehampton Library, 4 North Street, 
Okehampton.  EX20 1AR 01837 520805 
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Bird Notes 
After quite a wet month, we have ended with the ‘Beast from the East’, an icy blast from 
Siberia caused by the moving of the jet stream. It wasn’t until the first of March that the 
cold met up with Storm Emma resulting in a few days of snow. This brought in some new 
birds to my feeders and I saw a male bullfinch and a brambling eating the sunflower hearts. 
I also had a redwing and a fieldfare hopping around looking for dropped feed. 
Prior to the snow, I have kept my bird feeders well topped up and there are a lot of birds 
regularly feeding, but I have not seen the long-tailed tits for a while. The most numerous at 
the moment seems to be the many chaffinches, greenfinches and goldfinches to-ing and fro-
ing from the hedgerow at the back of the garden. The goldfinches now mainly feed on the 
kibbled (crushed) sun flower hearts and I haven’t needed to top up the Nyger seed for a 
while. I have noticed more great spotted woodpeckers on my suet blocks as it has got 
colder, and I am in a constant battle with a rook who comes down when it is quiet and at-
tempts to unhook the suet feeder to then eat the block on the ground. I rarely see it but 
have had to wire it closed, and also wire it to the frame to prevent this. 
I have heard that bramblings are regularly in a nearby garden but apart from the one that 
visited in the snow, I have not seen these colourful but shy visitors from Scandinavia on my 
feeders. We have also had a hawfinch seen in the village, which I have not yet seen. 
In the recent cold weather, I have found two dead chaffinches nearby, probably due to the 
conditions but with the frozen ground. This is an important time to keep bird feeders 
topped up with food and to have fresh water available too. I was also reminded to keep 
bird feeders clean if possible to prevent the spread of the Trichomonosis among green-
finches. This disease has caused a worrying decline in the greenfinch population over the 
past few years. 
On my travels to work in Cornwall, and also into Exeter, I have now spotted five dead barn 
owls on the A30 dual carriageway since the beginning of the year. Unfortunately, many barn 
owls die on the roads each autumn and winter as the juveniles disperse from their nest 
sites or are moving around looking to establish a new territory. I worked on a road mor-
tality study of barn owls in the mid 1990’s on the A30 in Somerset, and I have never lost 
the ability to spot a road casualty at speed on a dual carriageway, but it does help to spot 
suitable habitat and types of road verge where this occurs. I managed to retrieve four of 
them and one had a BTO leg ring on, which after I had reported it and then received the 
finders report, it confirmed my thoughts that it was a first-year male. I found it near 
Liftondown and it had been ringed last June in a nest near Germansweek. Barn owls are 
one of the most beautiful birds to watch in flight, and especially when seen hunting over 
rough grassland where they quarter up and down trying to catch voles and mice in the 
long grass. Sadly, I see far more dead ones than live birds, and I would really like to see 
more locally but at our altitude and with little optimum habitat, i.e. rough grassland availa-
ble we do not have many around other than the birds passing through in the autumn and 
winter.  
Despite the freezing conditions at present, I have noticed increasing signs that spring has 
been advancing over the past week. I have seen blackbirds gathering nest material in my 
garden, heard woodpeckers drumming and noticed many early wildflowers are showing 
such as Lesser Celandine, Dogs mercury and Wild Garlic. Snow drops, Primroses and Daf-
fodils have been in flower now for a while. I have also seen a few woodcock over the last 
month, always single birds flying over the village at the eastern end of the church and nor-
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News from the Castle      
Hi everyone. 
As I write this, we have just heard that a red weather warning has been issued for 
Devon. Luckily, I am tucked nice and warm next to a log burner. I am hopeful that 
this cold snap will be balanced out by a lovely spring – you never know! 

We are ready to start our new season with some exciting changes to the presentation of 
the castle. Lots of the protection work has been taken down in the rooms along the green 
corridor so we can once again see the views from those windows. It’s been a few years! 
We are especially excited about the new art installation in the Library. It has been created 
by artist Edward Crookes and is inspired by the wonderful architecture Lutyens designed 
in Castle Drogo. It is very striking and quite wonderful – I hope you enjoy it. Also, we will 
finally be able to open the chapel again this year. The access route is a long way (via the 
rhododendron garden and around the south end of the building) but it does make for an 
interesting explore and quite an adventure. It definitely feels like we are on the home 
stretch now. 
You may recall a mention some months back regarding the thinning of the Douglas fir in 
Drewston woods opposite Drewsteignton, Sadly our contractors Euroforest ran behind in 
their schedule due to wet weather and were unable to commit to completing the felling 
before the beginning of the Bird nesting season on March 1st. This felling will now take 
place in September/October. You will see the barbed wire fence along Shute lane being re-
paired soon, but this will be taken down again to prevent damage by falling trees nearer the 
time. Some tracks may be closed whilst the work takes place but I will update you nearer 
the time.  
As many of you know, we introduced car park charging last summer to help fund the amaz-
ing work the ranger team do in the Teign Valley. So far, the income raised has enabled us to 
invest in our woodland track and path networks to make it easier for us all to get about. 
We have also employed contractors to undertake scrub clearance works on Piddledown 
Common, which is vital for the continued health of the heath land and the habitat of Fritil-
lary butterflies. Thank you to everyone for their support of this and helping us to care for 
this wonderful landscape. 
Best wishes to you all,  
Paula,  
Community Engagement Officer,  
Castle Drogo 01647 434130,  
paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           
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Contributions for the next edition by 
1st April - Thank You  

If you have trouble reading this publication 
please let me know and I will arrange for a 
large format version to be sent to you 
Pauline Rowe: plrowe43@gmail.com.281638 

Drewsteignton Parish Post 

The Post is designed to keep everyone in touch with life in the Parish. We’d love to hear about your  
forthcoming events, hair-raising experiences, fundraising efforts, funny stories, memories, recipes.  
Your thoughts, opinions, comments, views and concerns are important too. 
Please tell us. You don’t have to be a great writer, just email or phone John Shiell or Pauline Rowe, de-
tails below. 
If you don’t tell us we can’t print it  
John and Pauline 

The Parish Post  

The Parish Post reserves the right to edit contributions and wishes to state that views  
expressed are not necessarily those of the Parish Post. 


